Controlling Pests Naturally:
Diatomaceous Earth & Dessicants
There are substances, called desic-

contact. The process of destroying insects
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with diatomite is entirely mechanical, unlike
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or animal that contact them directly.
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inert substance that is used as a dehydrat-

The body of an insect, like that of other
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ing agent because the small particles

animals, is filled with liquid sub-
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cal equipment packages to prevent the
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microscopic silica needles.
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roaches, silverfish, slugs, ants, fleas,

Sharp and hazardous to the insect, these

beetles, etc., by destroying this waxy
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layer. The two most effective desic-
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Using Desiccants

diatomaceous earth and silica aerogel.

ment is just right to disrupt the life process

When using desiccants please note: they

of insects. The size of warmblooded ani-
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don't work when wet. Because of this, only

mals - as well as physical differences - con-

use them in dry areas. Place the material in

Approximately 300 million years ago,

fines the destructive effects of diatoma-
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ceous earth to insects.
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plants called diatoms existed in the oceans.

The reason is that the skeleton of warm-
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waters. When the diatom died, its micro-

and the entire organism is protected by
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those ancient seas. Through the centuries,
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Even in dry locations, the material will

During the humid summer months, the

